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1- Definition of morphology  

Morphology: The analysis of the structure of words  

Morphology: The study of internal structure of words 

Morphology: The study of forms. 

Morphology: The term morphology is Greek and is a makeup 

of morph- meaning "shape, form". And – ology which 

means" the study of something" . 

Word: smallest independent units of laugh age. 

  



2- Definition of morpheme  

Morpheme: A minimal unit of meaning or grammatical 

function. 

Morpheme: morpheme is a short segment of language. 

Morpheme: A morpheme is the smallest meaningful unit in a 

language. 

For example . the word reopened consists of three morpheme 

one minimal unit of meaning is open , another minimal unit 

of meaning is re-(meaning "again") and a minimal unit of 

grammatical function is –ed (indicating past tense). 

  



3- Free and bound morpheme 

Free morpheme : A morpheme that can stand by itself as a 

single word. 

For example : open, study, book, pen , pencil etc.  

Bound morpheme: A  morpheme such as un, ed , re, s, that can't 

stand alone and are typically attached to another from. 

For example   re    opened 

    Bund    free   bound  

 

Stem: The base form to which of tastes are attached in the 

formation of words. 

For example: dress, care , pen , curtain, play , type. Etc. 

  



4- Lexical and functional  morphemes 

Free      morpheme 

  Lexical morpheme   functional morpheme 

Lexical morpheme: A free morpheme that is content word such 

as a nouns, adjectives and verbs. 

We can add new lexical morpheme to the language rather easily, 

so they are treated as an "open" class of words.  

Examples are:: girl , man , house, sad , tiger, etc.  

Functional morpheme: A free morpheme that is used as a 

functional word , such as a conjunction (and) or a preposition 

(in) . we almost never add new functional as a "(lose" class of 

words.  

Examples are: and , bat , when , it , them, near , en, etc. 

  



5- Derivational and inflectional morpheme  

Bound     morpheme 

Derivational   inflectional 

Derivational morpheme: A bound morpheme such as is used to 

make new words or words of a different grammatical category. 

For example, the addition of the derivational morpheme ness 

changes the adjective good to the noun goodness .  

Inflectional morpheme: A bound  morpheme used to indicate the 

grammatical function of award.  

For example.  

1- Noun : -s , -s  

2- Verb + - s , -ing , -ed , -en  

3- Adjective + -est , -er 

  



6- Morphological desorption  

Morpheme  

Free      bound 

Lexical   functional   derivational    inflectional  

(child , teach)  (and, the)  (-ness)  (t, -ed) 

 An inflectional morpheme never changes the grammatical 

category of a word . for example. Both old and older are 

adjective. A derivational morpheme can change the grammatical 

category of a word. For example, the verb becomes the noun 

teach eye if we add the derivational morpheme. 

  



7- Morphs and allomorphs  

Morphs: An actual form used as part of a word, representing one 

version of a morpheme. A morph is a phonological string (of 

phonemes).  

For example , the form cats consists of two morphs, cat x-s, 

realizing a lexical morpheme and an inflectional morpheme 

("plural") 

All morph: one of a closely related set of morphs. 

An allomorph is a morph that has a unique set of grammatical or 

lexical features. Allomorphs any of the different forms of a 

morpheme. 

Example: past tense : called [-d] , talked [-t] 

Morpheme [-d] 

Allomorphs /-d/  / -t /   / -ed/ 

 

  

 

 

 

 


