
Stady of linguistic
Chapter two

what is language
By

Asst. Prof. Huda Abed Ali



What is language

It is a systetm that consists of development ,acquisition, 
maintenance     and use of complex systems of 

communication,Particularly the
human ability to do so and a language is any specific example of such a system



What are the properties of human 
language?

1-Use of sound signals                                                                                       
most animals communicate by using certain signals and movements to send 

certain messages.  For example Crabs communicate by waving their claws at one 
another.  But humans use signals to communicate.                                                     

The signals have several advantages                                                                               

A-they can be used in dark and at some distance.                                                      

B-they allow a wide variety of messages to be sent.                                                  

C-they leave the body free for other activities.                                                           

And that means human can communicate everywhere and every time; in the 
dark,  when they are playing, eating or lifting heavy things and this is not found 
in animals communicate system                                                                                     



2-Arbitrariness

There is ofen a strong recognizable link between the actual signal and the 
message an animal wishes to convey.  But in human language, the reverse 

is true, there is no link absolutely between the signals and the message, 
the symbols used are arbitrary. For example there is link between the 

word Elephant and the animal it symbolizes.                                                

3-the need for learning                                                                                         

Most animals automatically know how to communicate without learning. 
Their systems of communication are genetically inbuilt, while human 

language needs a long learning process to be acquired, so it is culturally 
transmitted. A human language is conditioned by the environment. For 

example Bee-dancing is substantially the same in bee colonies in different 
parts of the world, with only small varieties.                                                     



4-Duality

It means the organization of language into layers. Most animals can use each basic 
sound only one, therefore the number of messages an animal can send is restricted 

by the number of basic sounds. But human can change their sounds according to 
their needs depending on the arrangement of basic units (phonemes), each 

phoneme is normally meaningless in isolation, but it becomes meaningful when it 
is combined with other phonemes.Humans can send a large number of messages  

depending on the different combination of phonemes.                                                  

5-Displacement                                                                                                                 

Most animals can communicate about things in the immediate environment 
only,but humans can communicate about things that are absent as easily as about 
things that are present. For example humans can talk about events that happened 
before many years, but this is not found in animals communicate system.                



6- Creativity                        
Humans can produce new utterances whenever they want to. A human being 

is not obligated to say or repeat the same sentence every time, but he can 
create sentences that have never been said before in different                  

Circumstances and still be understood, and this feature is not found in                      
animal communication system                                                                                 

7-Patterning                                                                                                                   

Most animals communication system consist of a simple list of elements. 
There is no internal organization within the system. But human language is 

most definitely not a haphazard heap of individual items and every item has 
its own characteristic place in the toral pattern. A human being doesn’t put 

together sounds and words in radom way, but he put phonemes in meaningful 
words, and then thes words are put in a pattern to give meaningful sentences.



The elements of language can be linked to the players of the game of soccer, 
a goalkeeper has no use or value outside the game but placed among other 

players, he gets an identity and value.                                                                      

8-Structure dependence                                                                                              

Human language operates depend on the understanding of the internal 
structure of a sentence rather than the number of elements involved. For 

example we can change the positions of elements in a sentence to change its 
aspects (affirmative, interrogative or negative).and also we can add new 
elements or omit others,but this is not found in animal communication 

system                                                                                                                       

Ex: Ali was playing football                                                                                          

Ali was not playing football                                                                                    



What are the main similarities and differences 
between human and animal 

communication?                          
similarities                                                         1-Human language is signaling system which uses sounds, a 

characteristic                

Shared by a large number of animals systems.                                                              

2-Iinks human and animal communication are predestined to emerge just as frogs 
inevitably croak so humans are prearranged for talking.                                            

While differences                                                                                                 

1-In animal communication, there is frequently a connection between the  signals 
and the message sent and in human language the symbols are  mostly  

arbitrary.                                                                                                                   

2-Duality and displacement are extremely rare in the animal world.                           

While they are main characteristics in human language.                                               



3-Human language is characterized by structure dependence 
,creativity,                 

Displacement, duality and cultural transformation, while animals language         

Don’t have these characteristics.                                                                                  

What are reason why people talk?                                                                               

1- to convey 
information.                                                                                                 

2- to keep in touch socially.                                                                                           

3- used to communicate feelings and emotions .                                                      

4- to tell news and stories.                                                                                            

5- to release nervous tensions.                                                                                    


